D
afna Zur: It's a great pleasure to conduct this interview with you. Your stories and novels have been awarded the major literary prizes in Korea, and have been welcomed with great enthusiasm by your English-speaking readers as well. What seems striking first of all is your unconventional background both as a business major at Yonsei University and as a teacher of Korean as a foreign language. Can you tell us a bit about how you decided to become a writer, how you work, and where you get your ideas for your stories? Kim Young-ha: Ever since I was very young, I dreamed of becoming a writer, though I wasn't sure what being a writer actually meant. I wrote my first short story when I was fifteen. It wasn't very good, but I remember how excited I felt throughout the entire process of writing it. I chose business administration as a major in college because I wasn't sure you could actually make a living just by writing. Once I became a writer, I turned to teaching Korean as a foreign language part-time because it afforded me more time to write. I am inspired and influenced mostly by books, as well as plays and film. While the countryside gives me a kind of peace of mind, I
find that walking around the city and watching films stimulates and inspires me to put my ideas down on paper.
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Azalea DZ: The drama in your stories seems to be enhanced by a strong visual quality; reading your stories and novels often feels like a cinematographic experience. The dynamic dialogue contributes to this aspect of your work. Is this something you develop consciously?
Are there any particular stories of yours that started, say, from a visual sequence rather than an abstract idea? KYH: I think it is more precise to say that rather than being influenced by films, my writing is less influenced by preexisting literary conventions. What concerned me most when I started to write is the economy of my sentences; I have made conscious efforts to convey my stories by using a succinct, straight-to-the-point style. 
